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Dear Judge Camphbell;

O behalf of the City Council of lh_l: City of Oxnard {*“Oxpacd™), | am responding to the 1998
Ventura County Grand Jurerepsint catitled, “Study of City Council Members Geographical
Representation”. This report inquired into the location of the residences ol the elected officials
i each of the Nive largest eities in Veniura County. The purpose was 1o determine whether there
15 halanced representation of al! peographic arczs in esch of the five citics. The City Council
appreciates the comments of the Grand Jury and understands the limitations and constraine
under which the Grand Jury prepared its report and welcomes the opportunity to respond to it.

The 95" anniversary of the incorporation of Oxnard oceurred this June 1995, The City Couneil
is jJustifiably proud of what Oxnard and its residents have accomplished in that period, These
secomplishinents are the result of effeclive, responsive leadership by members of the City
Couneil regardless of the lacation of a councilmember s residence.

The present City Council is especially representative for several reasons, Four members wierg
botn in Oxnard and a fifih member arrived in the city 23 a young man and was educated in
Oxnard schools. The councilmembers each have over [ony years living and working in the
community. During (his fime, dhese councilmembers hove acquired specialized knowledgs and
understanding of cach and every geographic segment of Oxnard and each and every resident

group in the eity.

Crxnard is a culturzlly rich and diverze city, The councilmembers reflect that racial, ethnic and
cultural diversity. The four other large cities in Ventura Counly cannot make that statement.

Une councilmeniber is a direct descendem of one ol the foending families of the city. Thres are
ehildren of famibies who were i Ventura Counly before or very carly during the course of
incorporation of COxnard
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The current councilmembers have served Oxnard in elecied olfice -:ullm:iwe];' lor over 36 years,
They have been elected a total of ten times for fowe vear Lermes aned Theee Goes for Bwo vear terms
as Mayor  Prosent and prior Cliy Couneils have pioneered many of the innovations in local
government n Ventura County that are responsive 1o constituents aind which many people now

take for granted,

Chenard was the foest cily in Venturm County 10 have a neighborhood councl program, police
storefrones, neighbarhood waiches and eleanups, and graifit sradication. Further, all Planmng
Commission end City Council meetings, retreats, and Mohbilehome Park Kent Review Hoard
meatings have been televised for over twenly years,

To ensure broad public participation on imporiant municipal 153u2s, prior cily councils created an
Oxnard Advisory Committee comprised of 45 members, and a 2020 General Plan Advisory
Committee of 45 members. All members of City Council have listed izlephone numbers for
home ard offices and are readily accessible o residents. Thiz City Council has adopted rules
governing its meetings to provide for multiple oppertunities for pithlic comments al the
beginning of meetings and before information conseat items, reports, study sessions and dering
public hearingz. The ciry also has a web page.

The eouncilmembers have grown up, attended school, worked, and altended church in Craonard.
They belong to numerous service clubs, and bave extended familizs in the eity. Theretore, the
councilmembers have many avenues 10 understand and to respond to the concerns, issues and
problems of Chenard residents. These factors are much more important clements of responsive
represenlation than a councilmember simply residing in a particular ares ol the city.

o
In 1996, the City Council formed a Charter Commission to study changing from a general law . '-'-‘“""]i :
city to a charter city and to have councilmember elections by distnict. The comumission discussed . ¢
this igsue, and concluded that the neighborbood council program serves Oxnard residents well as
a vehicle 1o expand public piriicipation and involverment in local 1ssues and Ut election by

district was net necessary to aclueve effective representation.

The problem alluded to in the Grand Jury report is with the cumrent Inter Meighborhood Council
Committze (INCC). The INCC by-laws are under review and wili be considered by the City o=t
Council for revision this vear. The City Council is confident that amended by-laws in addition
customary changes in the makeup of the INCC will correct a temporary situation,

The strength of the neighborhood council program has always derived {rom the imndividual
neighborhiond councils and their leadership. Currently, there arc 43 active neighborhood councils
and many are performing well and greatly assist in make Oxnard a better commurity. Individual
councilmembers and staff frequently attend meetngs as speakers and to respand 1o concerns and
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guestions when requested. The program s stafted by city employees.

Again, the City Council welcomes the eppertunity to respoad to the Grand Tury repert. The Cigy
Counctl acknowledges the time the Grand Jury took 1o prepars its repoct aod the spint in which
the Grand Jury labored.

In sum, the City Counczl has concluded that balenced, responsive representztion for all parts of
Oxnard s attawned by election of councilmembers at larpe. Many cities, larper and smaller than
Oxnard have similar systems. The Clly Couneil has stndied both methods and opted for the

present system. Mathing, however, is static. The City Council 15 slways open to further review

and study of this subjcet.

ce: D, Manue! M. Lopez, Mayor
Mayor Fro Tem Bedford Pinkard
Councilmember Thomas E. Holden
Councilmember Dean Maulhard!
Councilmember John C. Zamgoza
Edmund F, So1=io, City Manager





