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Moorpark Community College Nursing Program 

Summary 

The 2012 – 2013 Ventura County Grand Jury (Grand Jury) opened an inquiry into 

the methods and systems of the Moorpark College Associate of Science Degree in 
Nursing (ADN). This inquiry was conducted on the basis of public reports, various 

community interests and practices of the program. 

The Moorpark Community College’s (Moorpark) Registered Nursing (RN) program 
is a nationally accredited Associate Degree (AS) in Nursing Science. The program 

is accredited by the California State Board of Registered Nursing. This allows 
students to take/pass their state examination. Remarkably, the current passing 

rate of the State Board examination is 100%. The graduation rate for an AS 
degree is also 100% in this field of study.  The Moorpark Nursing Program is 
accredited by the National League of Nursing Accrediting Commission (NLNAC).  

These facts led the Grand Jury to commend Moorpark College Associate of Science 
Degree in Nursing for the outstanding effort in advancing the study of nursing. 

The Program’s student success is attributed to the faculty dedication, student 
motivation and the benchmark assessments developed for this program.  The 
educational goals are distinctive in that they afford each student the opportunity 

to track his or her success. The benchmarks are to: 

 complete all science and math pre-requisites 

 be admitted to the Moorpark Nursing Program 

 successfully complete Nursing Science 1 

 successfully complete Nursing Science 2 

 successfully complete Nursing Science 3 

 successfully complete Nursing Science 4 

 have completed all general education requirements for an Associate of 
Science Degree 

 pass the California State Board of Nursing examination 

Background 

Nursing is one of the top career choices in community colleges nationally, with 
high expectations of finding work after graduation and the ability to adjust 

schedules to meet family needs.  Professional RNs are concerned with the 
promotion of health through client teaching and nursing care.  The prevention of 
illness and client-centered care are the focus of nursing via independent and 

interdependent decision making in collaboration with the client/patient and other 
members of the healthcare team.  The successful nurse has an interest in helping 

people, communicates effectively, possesses critical thinking and organizational 
skills, is flexible and has the ability to work cooperatively with other healthcare 
personnel. 
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The Associate Degree Nursing Program at Moorpark Community College has been 

approved by the California Board of Registered Nursing, and prepares students for 
entry into the practice of professional registered nursing.  Students receive 
experience in a variety of clinical facilities and community agencies in Ventura 

County.  The successful completion of this program can entitle the student to an 
Associate of Science Degree, and eligibility to take the professional licensing 

examination through the State of California to become an RN. 

Employment opportunities are available in multiple healthcare settings such as 
surgical centers, doctors’ offices, clinics, acute care hospitals, skilled nursing 

facilities, rehabilitation centers, home healthcare, outpatient settings and 
volunteer service agencies such as the Peace Corps, the military and other 

agencies.   

Methodology 

The Grand Jury reviewed numerous public records with respect to the various 
subjects of the study, as well as interviewed persons involved with the Moorpark 

College Nursing Program.  The Grand Jury examined the practices and written 
policies of the RN program as well as public records. Also considered were current 
and historical documents related to the program’s outcomes.  In addition, the 

Grand Jury sought and received best practices information from impartial experts 
within the academic community and governance and used Internet sources for 

public records.  

Facts  

FA-01. The Moorpark RN program is a nationally accredited Associate of Science 
Degree in Nursing (ADN). The nursing program is approved by the 

California State Board of Registered Nursing (BRN) and accredited by the 
National League of Nursing Accrediting Commission (NLNAC).             

[Ref-01-03]   

FA-02. The Moorpark RN program adheres to a self-care concept of nursing as it 
is consistent with the faculty’s beliefs and serves as the unifying 

framework.  [Ref-01-02]   

FA-03. Moorpark RN programs theoretical guidelines for student progression and 

evaluation are modeled after a concept of novice practitioner to expert.  
[Ref-01-02]  

FA-04. Health Sciences literacy and core competencies are identified as student 

expected competency.   [Ref-01-02] (Att-01) 

FA-05. The nursing process is an organizing framework for nursing practice that 

includes: nursing assessment, nursing diagnoses, planning, writing 
outcome/goal statements, interventions, implementing care and 
evaluating care that has been given.  [Ref-01-02] (Att-01) 

FA-06. The application process is recommended to begin with an appointment 
with a nursing counselor.  [Ref-01-02]  
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FA-07. Applications to the nursing program are accepted twice a year.          

[Ref-01-02] (Att:01) 

FA-08. The application procedure includes several different documents: 
application, checklist, supporting documents, if applicable, and official 

transcripts of academic coursework from high school, colleges, as well as 
the assessment/readiness test.  [Ref-01-02]  

FA-09. Application requirements are: high school graduation or General 
Education Diploma (GED) with a score of 45 or passage of the California 
High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE); minimum overall GPA of 2.5 or 

better; minimum core biology (anatomy, physiology, and microbiology) 
with a C or better, taken within five years of application;  a grade of C or 

better in college intermediate algebra. [Ref-01-02]  

FA-10. Moorpark College ADN program admission criteria are required.          
[Ref-01-02] (Att-01) 

FA-11. All Moorpark ADN students are also required to take the Test of Essential 
Academic Skills version V (TEAS V) as part of the admission criteria.                 

[Ref-01-02] (Att-01) 

FA-12. Remediation may be required as the result of a low score on the TEAS V 

test, a low score, or as a condition of possible readmission.               
[Ref-01-02]  

FA-13. An application is active for two years.  If not admitted within two years of 

submitting an application, one will need to reapply.  While waiting to 
reapply, there are required, recommended and strongly recommended 

activities. [Ref-01-02] 

FA-14. Out of 156 California State Universities, private universities and colleges 
and California Community Colleges that offer an ADN program, there are 

only 14 schools that have a 100% pass rate.  [Att:02] 

 

Findings 

FI-01. The Moorpark College Associate of Science Degree in Nursing has a 100% 

passing rate at the California State Board of Registered Nursing.  It also 
enjoys a national accreditation through the National League of Nursing 
Accrediting Commission. (FA-01–13) (Att-02) 

FI-02. The Moorpark College Associate of Science Degree in Nursing enjoys a 
100% graduation rate after students complete all RN course work, as well 

as the required general education courses. (FA-12–13)  

FI-03. The Moorpark ADN is one of the 14 schools that have a 100% pass rate 
out of the 156 nursing programs statewide.  (FA-14) [Att-02] 
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Responses 

Copies provided to: 

Board of Trustees for the Ventura County Community College District 

The Chancellor for the Ventura County Community College District 

The President of Moorpark Community College 

The Dean of the Health Science Division at Moorpark Community College 

The Director of Nursing at Moorpark Community College 

Commendations 
The Ventura County Grand Jury commends the Moorpark College Associate of 

Science in Nursing Degree programs; the Dean, Health Sciences 
Coordinator/Nursing Director, faculty and counselors for the outstanding and 
tireless efforts in the area of nursing education.  The County of Ventura reaps the 

rewards by providing a source of highly motivated and skilled nurses for our 
communities. 

References 

Ref-01. Moorpark College, Catalog, staff, 2011 – 2012, Moorpark, California, 

Moorpark College 2011 – 2012, April 19, 2012 

Ref-02. http://www.moorparkcollegeedu/departments/academic/nursing/philoso

phy.shtml   

Ref-03. http://www.rn.ca.gov/schools/passrates.shtml 

Attachments 

Att-01. Moorpark College Nursing Department   

Att-02. Board of Registered Nursing – NCLEX pass rates 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This report is issued by the 2012-2013 Ventura County Grand Jury. Due to a 
potential conflict of interest, a member of this Grand Jury was excused from 
participating in any aspect of the production of this report. 

 

http://www.moorparkcollegeedu/departments/academic/nursing/philosophy.shtml
http://www.moorparkcollegeedu/departments/academic/nursing/philosophy.shtml
http://www.rn.ca.gov/schools/passrates.shtml
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Glossary 

TERM  DEFINITION 

AND 

AS 

 Associate Degree in Nursing 

Associate of Science  

BRN  California State Board of Registered Nursing 

CHSPE  California High School Proficiency Exam 

Grand Jury  2012 – 2013 Ventura County Grand Jury 

Moorpark  Moorpark Community College 

NCLEX  Board of Register Nursing Test 

NLNAC  National League of Nursing Accrediting 

Commission 

RN  Registered Nurse 

TEAS V  Test of Essential Academic Skills V 

VCCCD  Ventura County Community College District 
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