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EXPLORE THE SANTA CLARA RIVER PRESERVE (5:46)  We are thrilled to announce the official opening of the Santa Clara

River Preserve. The preserve is located in Ventura County, and it encompasses nearly 1,000 acres of restored riverside forest,

wetlands, thriving upland habitat and almost two miles of the river.

Supporting the Native Species

Since 2014, TNC has worked to restore approximately 769 acres of riparian

and upland habitat along the Santa Clara River. The many benefits of

restoring the Santa Clara River floodplain include:

TNC is working with partners, such as the Friends of the Santa Clara River,

Santa Clara River Conservancy, and University of California Santa Barbara,

to combat the tremendous problems brought on by invasive weeds, like

Arundo donax. Arundo is a head-high grass that chokes out the native plants

which hundreds of animals depend on for food and shelter.

We are removing extensive stands of Arundo to allow the native vegetation

to return which provides habitat for nesting species including two federally

endangered songbirds, the least Bell’s vireo and the southwestern willow

flycatcher. Arundo is a high user of water, highly flammable, and

contributes to bulk flows in the Santa Clara River.

It causes blockages around infrastructure such as bridges and culverts

which can lead to flooding. Removing Arundo can help reduce the risk of

flooding and fires and may contribute to greater groundwater infiltration.

• repairing the hydrology of the river

• connecting habitats for species migration

• supporting recovery of endangered species

• recharging the groundwater

• sequestering carbon

• reducing wildfire and flooding risk

• helping nearby communities adapt to climate change
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VIEW MORE

ARUNDO DONAX  Arundo is a head-high grass that chokes out the native plants which hundreds of

animals depend on for food and shelter. © Harry Rose

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Urban Conservation: Pioneering Solutions in Los Angeles

Santa Ana Mountains

Staten Island
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Sign Up for E-News

Email:

Get text updates from The Nature Conservancy:

Text NATURE to 87897. By doing so, I agree to receive phone and text

updates from The Nature Conservancy for the purposes of supporting

and promoting its charitable initiatives at the submitted mobile number.

Message and data rates may apply and message frequency varies. Text

STOP to opt out or HELP for help. See Mobile Terms & Conditions

yourname@email.com SIGN UP
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Hong Kong (China): English  中文

Indonesia: English  Bahasa

Mongolia: English  Монгол хэл

The Nature Conservancy is a nonprofit, tax-exempt charitable organization (tax identification number 53-

0242652) under Section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code. Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by

law. Global sites represent either regional branches of The Nature Conservancy or local affiliates of The Nature

Conservancy that are separate entities. This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and

Terms of Service apply.

© 2026 The Nature Conservancy Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Charitable Solicitation Disclosures | Mobile

Terms & Conditions | Notice of Nondiscrimination | Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Procedure | Cookies

Make a Difference in California

Together, we can achieve transformative change on a scale that’s attainable—

for the Santa Clara River, for California, and for the world.

STAND UP FOR NATURE
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