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California police department granted FAA waiver to fly
drones at 400 feet

The Elk Grove, California, Police Department has been granted permission to use drones within

an exceptionally large area of airspace.
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he Elk Grove, California, Police Department, on Tuesday announced it’s been granted
permission by the Federal Aviation Administration to fly drones at an altitude of 400
feet, beyond the operator’s visual line of sight.

The police department of the Sacramento suburb claims the waiver “represents the
largest square miles of approval for law enforcement drone operations in the nation.”

Normally, drones and other uncrewed aircraft flown in the U.S. must perform operations within
sight of the operator, per FAA regulations. The administration grants approval to fly beyond visual

line of sight, or BVLOS, on a case by case basis depending on the risks of the operation, according
to a 2024 report by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.
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commitment to leveraging innovative technology to enhance public safety while maintaining
accountability and transparency in our operations.”

The Elk Grove Police Department launched its “Drone as a First Responder” program in 2024 to
deliver real-time video intelligence on emergency response calls, using human visual observers
stationed on rooftops.

The drones allow police officers to track suspects and vehicles involved in ongoing crimes and
better manage situational awareness, according to the department’s website.

Last year, former San Francisco Mayor London Breed and Police Chief William Scott said in a

press briefing that drones had been “transformative” for the city’s police department. They said
the technology has led to arrests, criminal charges and decade-low levels of crime.

Civil rights groups, meanwhile, have called for increased safeguards limiting the use of drones as

more police departments use them for a growing number of situations. The American Civil
Liberties Union has cited concerns with the potential for passive surveillance and invasions of
privacy.

Written by Sophia Fox-Sowell

Sophia Fox-Sowell reports on artificial intelligence, cybersecurity
and government regulation for StateScoop. She was previously a
multimedia producer for CNET, where her coverage focused on
private sector innovation in food production, climate change and
space through podcasts and video content. She earned her
bachelor’s in anthropology at Wagner College and master’s in
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Kansas buys drones to support ‘cutting-edge precision’
agricultural research

Kansas will spend $3 million on a drone initiative designed to help
farmers improve yields, cut costs and manage livestock.
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Drones and explosives — How Alaska is using technology to
manage extreme weather events
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Police union urges Congress to give state and local law
enforcement authority for counter-drone measures
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NYPD drone flights rose 3,200% since 2022, with little public oversight, watchdog claims

BY KEELY QUINLAN

Transportation Department taps state, local governments for new aviation pilot
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FAA to ease restrictions on flying drones beyond operator’s line of sight
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Latest Podcasts

¢ The cyber experts helping local officials
PRIORITIES prepare for 2026, 2028 elections

¢ Banning ‘woke’ Al in Idaho
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£ New Mexico's timely broadband subsidy
PRIORITIES program
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@ Are states prepared for the digital
PRIORITIES accessibility deadline?

State

California CIO Liana Bailey-Crimmins announces retirement

North Carolina's CIO to step down for private sector role

Pennsylvania launches tech fellowship program to boost state IT workforce

Minnesota names deputy technology commissioner as new CIO

City

New York City to host 10th annual Open Data Week
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Seattle tech chief to resign for role with digital government research center

Boston opens Al-powered 'Curb Lab' to optimize public spaces

Cybersecurity

Amid 'rising global threats,' North Carolina's tech bureau urges cybersecurity vigilance

FLOWS Act would fund cyber upgrades for rural water utilities

New York unveils new cyber regulations for water treatment facilities

Texas governor orders health agencies to address Chinese cyber risk in patient monitoring devices

Modernization
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New Jersey governor's proposed budget includes 'significant' IT upgrades

Four states join federal tech initiative to improve foster care ratios

Counties association plans blueprint for safety-net I'T modernization
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